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Introduction

The purpose of this manual is to establish a set of procedures to explain how railroad data for
public, private, pedestrian and grade separated rail crossings is collected and entered into the
Illinois Railroad Information System (IRRIS) and the U.S. DOT CROSSING INVENTORY FORM (F
6180.71 (11/99)).  These procedures will provide up-to-date and accurate data for:

1) The National Railroad-Highway Crossing Inventory Data file maintained
by the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA).

2) Data files maintained by the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT).

3) Data files maintained by the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC).

4) Data files maintained by each railroad.

The procedures for updating that are set forth in this manual are applicable upon completion of the
basic inventory and are used for providing data to the FRA, the ICC and the railroads for
maintaining separate files.

What is Collected

Railroad information is collected for all public, private, pedestrian and grade separated rail
crossings.  For public at-grade crossing only, information for grade crossing location, physical and
operational characteristics, and highway information is collected.  For private, pedestrian and
grade separated crossings, only crossing location data is collected.

ICC, IDOT and railroad companies are responsible for providing information for grade crossing
location, and physical and operational characteristics of a crossing.  Highway related information is
provided by IDOT.  Railroad related information is reported by the railroad companies.  State
agencies and railroad companies verify and revise field observable information.

Although IDOT and ICC maintain separate files, data changes in the railroad databases are
shared electronically between the two agencies.  Any changes made to the ICC railroad file are
transferred nightly to IDOT and changes made to the IDOT railroad file are transferred nightly to
ICC.
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Why is Railroad Information Collected

Railroad data is collected for the following reasons:

1) To maintain the quality and integrity of crossing information.

2) To provide a systematic approach to the planning and evaluation of
programs for the improvement of railroad-highway crossing safety, at
both the state and federal level.

3) To establish linkages between railroad, roadway and structure files.

4) To organize railroad data for reports and special studies.

How Railroad Information is collected

Railroad information is collect by two different sources:

1) Railroad

2) State

The process of collecting railroad information involves physically inventorying each railroad
crossing.  This includes reporting changes, closures or abandonment’s of existing crossings, and
providing information for a new crossing.  When a change occurs to a railroad crossing, the
change is immediately reported on the 5-part U.S. DOT Crossing Inventory Form (See Figure 1-1).

Changes made on the 5-part Inventory Form must be circled to help identify what revision is being
submitted.  The form is then funneled through the appropriate channels so that the agencies and
railroads can update their files and verify the data.

In addition, railroad data from the State can be reported using the National Railroad Crossing
Form (NRC-1) (See Figure 1-2).  The NRC-1 is a computer printout of information currently
available for a particular crossing.  For state and local agencies, various computer printouts are
available on request.  In order for the files to serve as an effective data base, the Department, ICC
and railroads maintaining their files must report changes as they are identified.

When are IHIS Backup Files Created

Annual copies of all IHIS files are provided for historic reference.  These files are prepared at the
beginning of each calendar year and retained indefinitely.

Additionally, all IHIS information is copied to system backup tapes on a regular basis.  These
tapes are used to reload IHIS if a massive computer system failure occurs.  Because information is
stored on system backup tapes in computer program language, it is not readable by IHIS user
programs.
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Figure 1-1
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Figure 1-2
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1. ITEM NAME - The name assigned to this data element.

2. ITEM NO. - The number assigned to this data element.

3. PAGE - The page number and total number of pages for this data element.

4. EFF. DATE - The date on which this item, as revised, became effective.

5. RESPONSIBLE - The agency assigned responsibility for reporting this
FOR UPDATE data.

6. CROSSING TYPE(S) - The crossing type(s) for which the data is applicable are:

7. BLOCK AND PART - The Block and Part elements refers to the IRRIS Item
location on the U.S. DOT CROSSING INVENTORY
FORM

8. UPDATE SCREEN - The name of the screen used to display this data element.

9.   INQUIRY SCREEN - The name of the screen used to display this data element.

10. DESCRIPTION AND - The data element definition, purpose and collection
PURPOSE OF ITEM location or process.

11. CODE AND SCREEN - The data element format, entry instructions, codes,
      ENTRY INSTRUCTIONS    examples and illustrations.




